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With much excitement, the Trust 
is thrilled to announce  that con-

tracts have been signed for the 
restoration of the Goat Island Light 

Station in Cape Porpoise with the 
construction beginning in early 

May. 

 
This is the culmination of five years 

of planning, permitting, negotiating 
and fund raising by Mike Weston 

and Scott Dombrowski, the co-

project managers. 

 
The restoration work, awarded to 
Bartlett Builders of Kennebunkport 

via a competitive bidding process, 
will include the rebuilding of the 

bell tower that was torn down in 
1962, the covered walkway from 

the keeper’s quarters to the light 
tower damaged by the blizzard of 

1978 and the original fuel storage 
building.  The cost of this phase of 

the restoration will be in the 

neighborhood of $380,000. 

 
The period chosen for the restora-

tion is the decade of the 1950’s.  
Significant photographic evidence 

exists for that period (as pictured 
above) and that is the period when 
all of the structures scheduled to 

be rebuilt were in place and water 

and electricity were available. 

 

The process to secure the final 
approvals for construction included 

work to obtain permits from the 
DEP, Army Corps of Engineers, 

Inland Fish and Wildlife, Indian 
Tribes of Maine, the Town of Ken-

nebunkport and the Maine Histori-
cal Preservation Society.  Also 

required was a change to the Ken-
nebunkport Land Use Ordinance 

for the island to be designated a 
Contract Zone and the voters of 
Kennebunkport overwhelmingly 

approved that change 2 years ago. 

 

Because of the historical nature of 
the Goat Island Light Station, two 

archaeological digs were required 
to assure that no buried artifacts 

would be destroyed during the 
rebuilding phase.  During this proc-

ess, some of the original founda-
tions and pilings were uncovered 

allowing rebuilding in more histori-
cally accurate locations.  Crane and 

Morrison completed the dig and 
analysis that provided the Trust 
with a treasure trove of historical 

documentation.  Goat Island Light 
was first lit on August 15, 1833 so 

historical accuracy would have 
been difficult to assure without the 

results from the dig. 

 

Harvey Wells, a Kennebunk archi-
tect, first provided a scale model of 

the project and volunteered hun-
dreds of hours to complete it.  Mr. 

Wells was chosen to provide all of 
the detailed plans for the rebuilding 

and restoration based on the pho-
tographic evidence and old histori-

cal articles to assure historical ac-
curacy.  Dustin Roma, an engineer 

with Sebago Technics of West-
brook, completed all of the site 

work, permit applications and tech-
nical detail.  Engineering expertise 

for the foundations and structural 
specifications were provided by 

Group Design of Saco.  The bell 
tower has been designed to with-

stand high winds and flooding---
without compromising the histori-

cal integrity of the building exte-
rior. 

 

Construction is scheduled to be 
completed by September 1st this 

year with dedication ceremonies to 

be held shortly after Labor Day. 
 

Coming later this spring, you will 
be able follow the construction by 

v i s i t i n g  o u r  w eb s i t e  a t 
www.kporttrust.org and selecting 

the Goat Island web-cam.  Stay 
tuned! 

Goat Island Light Goes Back In Time  

http://www.kporttrust.org
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Field Trip Time!   
By Leia Lowery, Trust In Our Children Coordinator 

 

With this new season, our properties come alive with rush-
ing water, bursting buds, singing birds and children’s laughter 
as the Consolidated Students return for spring field trips.   
 

We start the season with our trip to Emmon’s Preserve on 
May 10th with the 4th graders.  The kids spend the whole 
day at the Trust where they have the opportunity to look at 

soil and water samples under the microscopes to learn the 
difference between animal and plant cells.  After looking at 
some of the samples that Steve Emmon’s collected on this 
land, they will hike and learn about the habitats on the pre-

serve and the history of the property.   
 

Next in line is the 2nd grade trip on May 17th, where they 
follow the Kennebunk River from Kennebunk Pond all the 

way to where it empties into the ocean at Colony Beach.  
The kids conduct water testing for salinity, temperature, 
Oxygen levels and PH.  They also make observations of 

various plant life and how that changes as they get closer to 
the ocean.  These kids will develop some great observation 
skills by the end of the trip! 
 

The other trips are scheduled for late May and June when 
Mother Nature gives us some sunny, warm days.  1st grade 
will go to Tyler Brook for their highly anticipated nature 

scavenger hunt.  We are all still looking for “Elephant Rock” 
which seems to be becoming a legend among the 1st grad-
ers and teachers!   
 

3rd and 5th grades will both be going to the islands in Cape 
Porpoise behind Tony Viehman’s home.  We are so thankful 
to Tony for volunteering his house and expertise for all the 

students.  The 3rd graders will measure the tides and look 

for various types of life in the different tidal zones.  The 5th 
graders will discover the islands geological history with a 

geologist!  This year Tony is hoping to add a BBQ for the 
5th graders as a graduation from the Trust In Our Children 
Program!   
 

Our littlest group of travelers, are our Kindergarteners who 
take the day and go to Goose Rocks beach to visit stations 
to explore measuring, art, senses, and sometimes even a 

treasure hunt!  This year we are looking to expand their 
trip to a full day with lunch at the Trust and some follow up 
stories and activities.  
 

We are thrilled that our Program continues to grow and 
the relationship between the Trust and our young followers 
flourishes with each school year.  As always, we are so 

grateful for all our volunteers who make these incredible 
trips and opportunities possible for Consolidated School 
students.   A big thank you goes out to our many volun-

teers!  And we will see you on the trails and at the beaches, 
Consolidated!  If you would like to become a volunteer for 
this program, contact leia@kct.office.com. 

Browntail Moth Continues To Camp On Vaughn’s 
 
To those who look forward to adventuring out to Vaughn’s Island in the 

summer months, the browntail moth news there is not good.   Bob Haskell, 
KCT’s Head Island Steward, and Charlene Donahue, the state’s entomolo-
gist, trudged out to Vaughn’s Island this spring to conduct a browntail moth 

inventory. 

 
Haskell inventoried 78 trees and found approximately 300 to 400 nests per 
tree. Each nest contains between 100 and 200 moths, leading to devastation 
for the tree and a whole lot of moths on Vaughn’s Island.  Many of the trees 

have already suffered limbing and we will eventually lose them. 

 
This invasive pest feeds on leaves of hardwoods and can completely defoli-
ate the host, as it did to dozens of trees on Vaughn’s last year.  In addition 

to defoliating trees, the moth is harmful to humans causing a rash similar to 
poison ivy.  It sheds five to six times a year, leaving its irritating hairs all over 
the earth’s surface.  When humans walk in these areas, it stirs up the hairs Haskell and Donahue on Vaughn’s this spring 

Tots traveling on Tyler Brook trails 

Continued on page 3 
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We Give Thanks and Remember 
 

The Kennebunkport Conserva-
tion Trust was saddened by 

the passing of Louise Appleton 
this April.  Louise, a longtime 

friend and Trustee of KCT, will 
be missed by all.  Her support 

of the Trust, her warmth and 
enjoyment of our meetings, 

her enthusiasm for preserving 
special places for future gen-

erations will be a lasting legacy.  
Our Allen Appleton Endow-

ment Fund has been named in 

memory of Louise’s son.   
 

 

The effort to forever save 

Timber Point and Timber 
Island is a collaborative 
project bringing commu-

nities, organizations and 
neighbors together to 
preserve this coastal 

treasure.   

 
The area  features 2.25 
miles of undeveloped 

coastline including an 80-
acre peninsula and a 13-
acre island that are in 
jeopardy of being sold for 

private development if 
not purchased for conser-

vation by the fall of 2011.   
 

The Kennebunkport Con-
servation Trust  and the 
Trust for Public Land lead 

the effort with help from the Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge, Friends of Rachel Carson and the Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust. Half of the purchase price has been raised from federal funds supported by Maine's delegation.  The cur-
rent Timber Point Campaign  will pool together resources  for the remaining $1.95 million needed for the acquisition and 

protection of Timber Point.   

 
With an urgency to reach the fall purchase deadline, we are encouraging all who love Timber Point to get involved.  Get-
ting involved could mean making a donation, telling your neighbors and stakeholders about our efforts, hosting an informa-

tional reception - the possibilities of you as a Timber Point Ambassador are endless.  In the works, watch as we announce 
guided walks on Timber Point, dates of informational receptions, and other events related to the campaign.  We’d love to 
hear about any ideas you might have, people you think we should talk to, a Timber Point story, memory to pass on, or 

photos of Timber Point you want to share - please contact us!  Together, we can do great things.  Together, we can save 
Timber Point.   

Catch the Spirit to Save Timber Point:  Fall Deadline Approaching 

Moths continued from 

page 2…. 

 

and produces a rash 

upon contact. 

 
The Brown Tail 

Moth infestation on 
Vaughn’s is consid-

e r e d  t o  b e 
“moderate” and their population has grown through-

out the state of Maine.  Originally found on the coast, 
the destructive creatures have now been found as far 

inland as Turner, Auburn, Lisbon Falls and Augusta.  
The state is working on a plan to treat for the moths 

this fall.  In the meantime, the Trust’s recommenda-
tion is to stay off of Vaughn’s Island this year.  For 
more information, you can check out the state’s site 

at:   http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/btm08.htm 
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Changing of the Guard 
Following five years of service at the Treasurer on KCT’s Executive Board, 
Michael Weston completed his tenure as Treasurer on March 31st.  Wes-
ton has seen the Trust grow dramatically during his years of service and 

did an exceptional job managing the financials as our needs evolved.  Tak-
ing his place as Treasurer is David Jourdan, who has been serving as the 
Trust’s secretary for many years.  Jourdan reports that Mike’s thorough 

record-keeping has made for a smooth transition.  Dave has much experi-
ence for his new role as he is currently the Treasurer for the Portside 
Rotary Club, manages finances for his undersea exploration company, 

Nauticos, and assists various other nonprofits with record keeping.  Step-
ping into the role of Secretary is Board member Jerry Mullin.  Mullin, a faculty member in the De-
partment of Chemistry and Physics at the University of New England in Biddeford, will surely use 

his academia background to meticulously record the Trust’s monthly Board meetings minutes. 
 

A huge thank you goes out to Mike Weston for his years of hard work as our Treasurer – and we 

are grateful he will remain an active member of our Board of Directors.  Additionally, a big wel-
come goes out to Dave and Jerry, our new Treasurer and Secretary! 

Stay tuned… 
Upcoming events for KCT 

 

May 6th – Black Bear Lecture with Ben Kilham, 6:30 pm Trust Headquarters 
Following 14 years observing, documenting and experimenting with black bears, Ben Kilham will visit KCT.  

Ben’s popular lecture is based on firsthand experience raising cubs and observing black bears.  Over 
40,000 have attended a Kilham lecture – don’t miss out on your chance to see him at the Trust headquar-

ters!  All welcome! 

 

May 7th - Don’t Trash The Port, Kennebunkport Bicycle Co., 9 - 12 

Please help us pick up the trash left on the sides of the road! Meet at the Bike shop where you 

will be given gloves, bags and a street route to clean up. The first 100 participants will receive a 
t-shirt. Sponsored by the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust and Port Properties. This will be 

a fun family event. There will be bike mechanics available to check your bikes over too! 
 

July 16th – KCT Member Pig Roast 

Come one, come all to KCT’s first pig roast!  The festivities will take place at the Trust’s headquarters on 
Gravelly Brook Road.  The horse-shoe pit will be open, games will be on hand for the kids, and music will 

be going.  Mark your calendars now....details to follow! 

 

August 21st – 17th Annual Phil Matthews Memorial Lobsterbake 
Who doesn’t like a good ole Maine lobsterbake?  Add to it fireworks, live bands, shuttles to Goat Island 

and you’ve got yourself KCT’s most popular event of the year.  Mark your calendar now for August 21st 
as it is sure to be another sell out event!  Tickets are on sale now - call or email us to order yours! 

 

November 12 – Benefit Breakfast at the Nonamtum, 7:30 – 10 am 

Treat yourself to a delicious breakfast knowing you are helping the Trust!  Our friends at the beautiful 
Nonantum Resort are hosting a benefit breakfast to help KCT programs.  Adult price is $9.95, kids 10 and 

under are $4.95.  The Trust will receive $5 from every adult breakfast sold that morning! 
 

Work Wednesdays at Goat Island Light - Summer Months  

Join us for a volunteer work party on Goat Island, every other Wednesday during the summer months.  

You provide the elbow grease for Island projects (painting, repairs, landscaping, etc.), KCT provides trans-

portation to the Island and a grill for a pot luck bbq.  Spaces are limited so be sure to sign up for these 

early!  Watch for date announcements via email and in our summer newsletter. 

Sign up for our e-nnouncements to get the latest updates on Trust events, news, Discovery Days 

and more by emailing us at info@kct.office.com 

Michael Weston 


