
 

With the great help of our membership base and a dedicated corps of volunteers, 2016 proved 
to be another year of many accomplishments for the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust.  We 
were delighted to receive the gift of the 47 acre “Cluff Preserve”. The property was donated by 
Wilbur C. Cluff, Sr. and his children. It consists of a beautiful 15 acre field and 32 acres of 
forested upland off the Sinnott Road in Arundel. Two sides of the field are bordered by Goff’s 
Mill Brook as it flows gently to the Kennebunk River. “Wib”, the owner of his own successful 
excavation business, said before he passed away, “I’ve spent my whole life tearing up the land. 
I’d like to leave one piece behind that’s beautiful.” That he and his family have done, and we 
are all grateful!  

Bud Danis and his team of volunteer Trail Stewards were busy all year.  Not only did they 
maintain existing trails, they built 13 bridges (270 feet) and 24 catwalks (150 feet) to help 
improve the trail system.  A number of those walkways were added to the new Rotary Loop and 
Beachwood Trails, as well as on the path that completed the greenway from the Emmons 
Preserve headquarters to Cape Porpoise. Attractive signs and trail markers were installed along 
each route and maps were created to help guide hikers. The whole system has now reached 
19.4 miles of trails, which is being enjoyed by many members of our community and visitors 
each day of the year.  In addition, the Kennebunk High School Alternative Education students 
completed the “Story Book Trail” at the Emmons Preserve.  The kids worked hard, used their 
imagination and came up with a design that younger children can enjoy, as they read the 
different pages from a story that are posted on signs along the way.  Discussions with 
Kennebunkport’s emergency services were also held to make sure that the trail system is as 
safe as possible for all who use it.  Thanks Trail Stewards for an exceptional year.  Your hard 
work brings great pleasure to thousands of people each year.  

Our volunteers were active around the harbor too.  Mike Mackiewicz and the Island Stewards 
monitored our islands, welcoming campers and passing along appropriate information 
regarding best practices on these environmentally sensitive areas.  A new dock location was 
found for the steward’s boat which was very much appreciated.  Campsites were looked after 
and cleaned.  A healthy relationship with the Maine Island Trail Association was maintained and 
an island informational map was created and installed overlooking the harbor by Cape Porpoise 
pier.  Perhaps of most concern this year was the return of the Brown Tail moth. The infestation 
ate away the vegetation on the harbor side of Vaughn’s Island.  People were asked to stay away 
from that side of the island, and the stewards dispersed information and posted signs to that 
effect.  What will happen in 2017 regarding the moths is yet to be known, but the situation will 
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be closely followed.   Our thanks go out to all those who helped keep are harbor safe and 
beautiful!  

Scott and Karen Dombrowski, our Goat Island light keepers, reported another busy and 
successful season.  An estimated 1300 guests made it to the island over the course of the year 
by boat, kayak or canoe, and the couple welcomed them all. New informational signs were 
erected on the island and monitors installed in the walkway were well received.  Work parties 
were conducted on a regular basis and many repairs and a good deal of camaraderie and 
fellowship was the result.  Interior trim was installed and painted, the ways were repaired, as 
were sills and trim on the boathouse.  The gutter water collection system was rebuilt and a 
good deal of painting was done.  Child and adult “Discovery Days” were hosted, and at the end 
of the year, the “Flying Santa” landed and visited with children on the island, which was a real 
treat.  Thanks to all who made these things possible.  

The Grist Mill project, which was approved by the Planning Board in 2015, remained in court for 
the year, but many informational signs were created and work was started on this exciting 
opportunity.  

Mark and Gail Roller and Arnie Amoroso worked each week on the lawns and gardens of the 
Emmons Preserve and the grounds never looked better.  The floors in Steve Emmons’ house 
were repaired and strengthened.  In the process, two early 18th century Irish shillings were 
found in the soil beneath the 1790’s house.  That was an added bonus, as we thought of how 
many generations have enjoyed the property.  What’s more, a new bird feeding station was 
added in the same area that Steve Emmons used to enjoy watching wildlife each day.  The Trust 
has dedicated that space to David and Ellen Doubleday in thanks for their shared dedication 
with Steve for the study and feeding of our fine feathered friends.  

Work continued this year towards removing invasive plant species from Goose Rocks Beach and 
replacing them with native plants.  The same attention was also given to Halcyon Way and 
other Trust properties.  

With plantings by Helene Lewand of Blackrock Farm, and under the care of Elizabeth Spahr, 
Ganny’s Garden on the River Green provided a lovely setting for the thousands of people that 
visited it.  

Under the direction of Leia Lowery, Trust in Our Children continued to grow in both popularity 
and accomplishments in 2016.  In fact, Leia was once again asked to speak at the National Land 
Trust Rally and other regional conferences to explain the program to those seeking to start 
similar learning experiences.  By year’s end, 1254 students in RSU-21 were reached by the 
program.  For the first year ever, all six schools in the district were served.  Leia saw over 28 
school events and 30 community events.  She was helped by six interns from either Kennebunk 
High School or the University of New England, and by 360 volunteer hours for field trips and the 
first Trust summer camps.  And believe it or not, this was all done while Leia was working part 



time.  We are happy to report that in the new year’s budget she was moved to full time, and 
she has a number of new ideas in store.  

Lisa Linehan was equally busy overseeing the office and Trust activities.  The Trust headquarters 
was the scene of much activity, being used for 145 total functions, many of them related to use 
by local families.  Thirty-five uses were for local non-profits who are doing good work for the 
people of our community.  The Trust’s policy is to assist such organizations by offering our 
building and grounds free of charge for their activities.  Forty one of these were Trust functions 
of one sort or another.  

With the membership support of over 750 households, we were able to meet the annual 
budget.  Our popular “Thought & Photo of the Week” and “Looking Back” photo and quote 
were enjoyed by thousands each week, which included our over 1200 household e-mails and 
2371 followers on Facebook.  

During the year discussions were held regarding joining a forest management collaboration 
with several other southern Maine land trusts.  A number of other discussions, and a good deal 
of planning, also took place regarding the creation of procedures to deal with succession 
planning.  

The Trust, once again, had a full calendar of enjoyable events throughout the year.  It started 
out with 12th Night.  The theme revolved around everyone’s love of the beach, and after a 
humorous presentation to that effect all danced to a variety of well known beach music from 
the past, performed by The Guv’nors band.  Paint nights were held in January and February.   
And our Trailfest and Summerfest evolved into a Four Season Trail Race format that brought 
out hundreds of runners and their families. We want to offer our sincerest thanks to the 
sponsors of these gatherings: Kennebunk Savings Bank, Hazelwood Handyman, Weirs Motor 
Sales, Re/Max Realty One, Biddeford Savings Bank, Ameriprise Financial and Kittery Trading 
Post. These days were fun for all and we encourage you to join in. The 2017 Summerfest will be 
held on August 20th and Trailfest October 8th.  All funds raised benefit our educational 
programming. New this year was an online auction which, with the help of many local 
individuals and businesses, was a great success. The Trust ended the year with Trust in Prelude 
which was also well received.  The Alternative Ed. Students made Christmas ornaments with 
children, hot chocolate and other refreshments were served and many wonderful crafts were 
available to happy shoppers. 

During the course of the year, contributions were received in loving memory of: Robert Chase, 
Jr., Jim Steele, Ellen Doubleday, Donna M. Walsh, Peter Sargent, Rheta Chenard, Steve Kelly, 
Jack Kingston, Yvonne Archer, Steve Palermo, Frances Adelaide Collier, Doris Harrington, Philip 
Brooks Eaton, Elaine Wraga, Catherine Pargellis Bowe, Judith Gilman, Henry & Liz Griffin, Ellen 
Tilney, Debby Kinney and Louisa O’Brien Guard. Donations were also given in honor of: Leigh 
Bloom & Michele Sakaguchi, John & Ro Bloom, Tick & Doris Warren, Paula Kelson & Joan 
Heartz, Kathy Cmaylo’s retirement, Barbara Bush’s birthday, Richard & Reenie Perlmutter’s 
anniversary, the wedding of Jeanne Howarth & Terry Moulton, Bridget & Kevin Broydrick’s 



wedding, Dr. Roger Peel, Scott & Karen Dombrowski, Mr. & Mrs. Gabe Choquette, Mr. & Mrs. 
Walter Stumpf, Mr. & Mrs. John Woolley, Tony & Judy King, Brett Lindquist & family, Wayne & 
Paulette Burbank and Nicholas & Sam Costello. 

            The Trust accomplishes all that it does for two reasons, its members and its volunteers. Our 
members provide the funding and our volunteers provide the energy and drive that allows 
great things to happen for the benefit of all who live in or visit Kennebunkport.  The Trust is 
blessed by individuals who continue to give tirelessly of themselves all year long and in a wide 
variety of ways.  By way of thanks, Stars of Merit were awarded to: Bud Danis, David Jourdan, 
Doug Butler, Pam Morgan, Charlie Wright, Brandon Gillard, Mark Roller, Gail Roller and Norine 
Burns.  The 2016 “Volunteer of the Year” awards went to Carol Krauter, Russ Grady and Karl 
Pepin.  Carol works each week on our bookkeeping, making sure that everything is entered and 
in order and that all bills are paid.  She has been a wonderful and welcome addition to the 
office.  It’s fair to say that Russ and Karl do it all, working on Trust vehicles, trail and harbor 
work, technology, air plane flights, drone photography, there seems to be little that they can’t 
do and their numbers are on speed dial on our phones.  Our sincere thanks to all three for 
everything!  The coveted, light hearted, “Bobble Head Award” was presented to Mark Roller 
and Arnie Amoroso for their dedication to KCT. The award helps represent the fun that is had in 
volunteering.   In addition to weekly lawn care and Emmons Preserve work, both work diligently 
on Board duties and responsibilities.  This was our way of saying “thanks”.  Larry McKay, who 
served on the Board of Directors for more than two decades, was also recognized for his 
overseeing of our insurance policies and the River Green.  And trail stewards Kate Adams and 
Bob Collins received their official hand saws for great trail work.  So many others are also 
deserving of our thanks.  We are grateful for all of you!  You are showing by your actions what a 
community should be and can be.  That’s what the Trust is all about.  It’s only by all of us 
working together in a common cause in this special place that so many accomplishments can 
happen.  We encourage all to join us in our efforts.  We would welcome your membership and 
support!  Together we can make a difference.  Together we can do great things. 

 

For more information about the Trust visit www.kporttrust.org.   

Please visit us at our headquarters located at 57 Gravelly Brook Road, Kennebunkport. 

Mailing address:  KCT, PO Box 7004, Cape Porpoise, ME 04014 

(207) 967-3465      info@kctoffice.org 
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